Efficiencies gained by using electronic medical record and reports in trauma documentation.
Despite successful implementation of an electronic medical record (EMR) by many health care organizations, information regarding EMR for trauma resuscitation is limited, and few have created reports that facilitate trauma registry data abstraction, performance improvement reviews, and provider care requirements. In October 2010, our organization implemented an EMR for trauma resuscitations. A collaborative committee was formed to standardize data elements. Documentation compliance was monitored pre- and post-EMR implementation. Median monthly documentation completion improved from 82% to a sustained median score of 96.5% for the past 603 activations. Documentation compliance enabled the development of succinct reports that facilitate our internal needs and supported our trauma center reverification site visit.